Leakage from egg phosphatidylcholine vesicles induced by Ca2+ and alcohols.
The results shown in this paper indicate that the permeability properties of egg yolk phosphatidylcholine sonicated vesicles as detected by the leakage of carboxy fluorescein changes according to the Ca2+ content. Vesicles containing Ca2+ show a higher rate of leakage than those containing Na+ solutions in response to the increase of Ca2+ concentration in the outer solution. The results are interpreted in terms of the rigidity promoted by Ca2+ and are compared to those obtained with long and short chain alcohols.